Town of Branchville
Regular Council Meeting
Mayor Franklin Dickson Presiding
Monday, June 14, 2021
7:00 PM


The regular Council Meeting for the Town of Branchville was held on Monday, June 14, 2021 at 7 PM at the Town Hall.  A notice with the time, date and place of the meeting was posted on the exterior bulletin board of the Town Hall at least 24 hours before the meeting.

Mayor Dickson called the meeting to order. Council, along with all those present, stood for the
Pledge of Allegiance, followed by prayer.

Roll called indicated that all were present except Councilman Jumper.

Welcome of Guest:  Mayor Dickson welcomed those present.

Approval of Minutes:  Councilman Connelly made the motion to approve the May 10, 2021 minutes. Mayor Pro Tem Blankenship seconded the motion, motion carried.

Approval of Financial Report: Councilman Dukes made the motion to approve the General Fund 
Financial report. Councilman Connelly seconded the motion, motion carried. Councilman Dukes made the motion to approve the Municipal Court financial report.  Councilman Oliver seconded the motion, motion carried.  Councilman Oliver made the motion to approve the Water and Sewer financial report.  Mayor Pro Tem Blankenship seconded the motion, motion carried.

Council Reports:
1. City Hall/License/Insurance:  Councilman Banks reports: Nothing at this time. However, I do have a question, did Mark Hood rent the space we approved or not. Mayor Dickson said he had not heard from him, he would check into it and let him know.
2. Water/Sewer/Streets: Councilman Oliver reports: We had some repairs done at the lift station on Hunter Street. Spicer on Call came and will have to come back. The leak on Hunter Street has been repaired, the leak was treated water from the WWTP. Mayor Dickson explained we had some issues at the WWTP with samples, he is working on this and will get back with me.   
3. Parks/Recreation: Mayor Pro Tem Blankenship reports:  We have as listed on the agenda a lot going on the sports complex.  These games are a huge deal.  We will need help with Police enforcement and all the volunteers we can get. All of us at the complex are volunteers and the monies raised help pay for uniforms, umpires and etc.  The county did donate 2500.00 to the complex.  It is a lot of hard work and we need the assistance of anybody willing to donate their time. We have 5 local league teams and Lake Marion also uses our facilities. We have a lot going on and really can use all the volunteers we can get.
4. Projects/Events:  Councilman Jumper reports: Councilman Jumper is absent, Mayor Dickson explained for him the results of the RR Days Golf Tournament.  We raised about $6000.00 dollars.
5. Buildings/Grounds: Councilman Oliver reports:  Trying to locate some replacement lawn mowers, waiting on quote.  Our decks are damaged on old mowers.  Will report back with findings.  I have spoken with them and we can finance them.
6. Police Department: Councilman Dukes reports: At this time don’t have a lot to report. Court is back open and things are picking up.

Old Business:
1. None
New Business:
1. Mayor Dickson explained he had been working with the Railroad about the lease draft you have in front of you.  The cost would be 3500.00 year.  I have spoken with the RR Daze’s committee and they will clean up and put crush-n-run down.  What is the council’s pleasure?  Questions was raised about liability insurance, paying taxes on lease property, and also cost verses rental income?  At this time this matter was tabled.


Public Comments Agenda: None

[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Comments Other:  Chris Easterling discussed two issues with the council on billing and installation of meters.  Sidney Walters had a concern where they are placing the Family Dollar, could the ditch hold the water runoff from the parking lot? Mayor Dickson, Mayor Pro Tem Blankenship and Councilman Banks assured him that permits from Orangeburg could not be issued if it was a problem.  Mr. Walters questioned the cleaning of the ditch and Councilman Oliver said the county does clean the ditch once a year. 

Items for Information:  Election will be coming up on November 2, 2021, books will open August 2nd at noon and close August 16th at noon. Mayor Pro Tem Blankenship said someone had contacted him about some 20,000 gallons tanks and could anyone use them perhaps the Fire Department.  I have spoken with them.

Executive Session:  Councilman Dukes made a motion to go to Executive Session.  Councilman Banks seconded the motion, motion carried. Council left at 8:22PM.

Mayor Pro Tem Blankenship made the motion to return to the regular Council Meeting at 9:00. Councilman Dukes second the motion, motioned carried.
 
Councilman Dukes made a motion to pay the request of Judge Quattlebaum. I make a motion to reimburse Quattlebaum’s Law Firm for the membership and registration fees in the amount of 425.00.  Councilman Banks seconded the motion, motion carried.

Adjournment: Motion was made by Councilman Banks to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman Oliver seconded the motion, motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.


Town Clerk
Faye Connelly


